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GRADUATION CREDIT REQUIREMENTS  [image: ]
Course PHS Students CTC Students  English Language Arts 4 4  Math 4 4  Science 4 3  Social Studies 4 3  Career/Financial Lit. 1 1  Phys. Ed. 1.5 1.5  
Core Electives (ELA, Math, 4 2  Science, or SS)  
Health 1 1  
D river Ed./Career Ed. .5  Electives 13  
Total Credits Required for  
Graduation 37  Total Credits Possible  
.5  
6 
31  
40 34  
Note: All students in grades 9-11 will be required to take at least one class in each of the four core content areas  each year (English Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies.)  
Note: Eleventh grade students who are not proficient on the Keystone Exams (in Literature, Biology, or Algebra)  may be scheduled into a remediation class for their specific areas of need. As per Act 158 of 2018, students  graduating in 2023 and beyond who do not score proficient or advanced on the Literature, Biology, and/or Algebra  I Keystone exams by the end of their junior year, will be required to demonstrate postsecondary readiness through  one of four alternate pathways that more fully illustrate college, career, and community readiness. Those alternate  pathways include the Keystone Composite Pathway, the Alternate Assessment Pathway, the Evidence Based  Pathway, or the CTE Pathway. 
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For more resources regarding these changes, visit NCAL org/student-athletes lay-division-I-sports or the
Division | Academic Requirements Guide.

(NCAA) =NCAA Approved Course
‘Guidelines for Honors Level and AP courses:

Students considering enroling in Honors Level courses should consider the following:
Honors level courses are highly rigorous and are designed for highly motivated and academically
competent students.

Students taking Honors level courses should consider their past academic performance. In general
students whose grades e typically above 80% in prerequisite Honors course and 90% in prerequisite
College Preparation course may consider Honors level course work.

‘Students taking AP courses will need o decide in the fall if they are taking the AP Exam. Exam
egistration, payment, and ordering will take place during the first semester. Any student who cancels an
exam will b assessed a fee.

Differentiated Grading Svstem/Weighted Courses

Applied Technology and Computer Seience.

‘AP Compuer Science A 110
AP Computer Science Principles 10
Honors Progranming 10
ant

AP Studio Art 110
Business

Honors Accounting 11 105
‘English Language Arts

AP English Language (Com. L0
AP English LiteraturlComp L0
English Compositon | HACC 110
Harrisburg University Speech & Debate 110
Honors American Lieraure 105
Honors Brish Litcraure 105
Honors Englih Language Ars 10 105
Mathematics

AP Caleulus AB 110
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AP Caleulus BC 110

AP Sttisies 110
College Algebra HACC 110
Honors Geometry 105
Honors PreCale 105

AP Biology 110
AP Chemisry 110
AP Physics It Algebra-Based 110
Cheistry 100 HACC 110
Environmental Seience HACC 110
Honors Biology 105
Honors Chemistry 105
Honors Physics 105
Studies

AP Macroeconomics 110
AP Microcconomies 110
AP Peychology 110
AP World History 110
US History (A) - HACC 110
US History (B) - HACC 110
World Languges

Honors Level 11 105
Honors Level IV 105
Honors Level V 105
World Language - College Level 110

‘The following classes will be graded Pass/Fail: Jazz Ensemble, Chamber Choir, Chamber Orehestra,
Marching Band, and Cougar Academy Physical Education. A passing grade will not impact GPA: a failing
grade will impact GPA.
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rade Promotion Requirements

Promotions to the next grade are governed by the following requirements:

10%Grade: 9 camed  credits

1th Grade: 18 camed eredits

12th Grade: 27 carned credits

*Credi deficien students mays b promoted 0 he nest e evel mikear when arne credits e wplated.

Requirements for Marking Period Honor Rolls

‘Resgular Honor Roll - Grade Point Average of 3.0 10 3.699. All students must have earned grades of 80% or higher,
Distinguished Honor Roll - Grade Point Average of 3.70 or higher. All students must have eamed grades of 90%
or higher:

a0
367
333
83%-86% 300
80%-82% 267
77%-79% 233
73%-76% 200
167
133
63%-66% 1.00
60%-62% &
59% and below (50%) 0

Course Prerequisites

All course prerequisites are lsted at the bottom of the course description and assume a passing grade in the
prercquisie course listed

Dusl Enroliment and Early Graduation

Palmyra Area School Distrit Board Policy 1217 (Graduation Requiremens) provides studens with
opportunitis t attend college on a part-time basis as a junior or senior or graduae carly from high
school.

To Access These Programs:

In addition o being academically eligible, the student would be required o:

Meet the entrance requirements o the college or university

Pay all costs associated with callege enrollment including registration. tuition. dues, fees, textbooks, and
transportation
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Early College - Concurrent Enrollment (Part-tim
Students canatend college par-ime or full-ime during thei junior and senor years whil also atending high
school. Some college courses may also be usd tosatisty high school praduaton requirements with approval of
adminisration. Altough students choosing this option ae not eligible for federal inancal aid, many of the
colleges with which the school is secking agreements offer credits at a substanially reduced rate of half or less
per redithour, Students should consult with their School Counselr if nterested in the Early College option.

Early Graduation (Graduation in 3.5 Years):
Students who complete 37 eredits (including the required credits in each of the content areas) are eligible to
radute at the end of the firs semester of their senior year. This can be accomplished by students completing
o additional credits, at their own cost and on their own time, prior 0 the end ofthe first semester of thei senior
year Students who wish to graduate early must plan carefully and closely consult with thei school counselorto
ensure all required course work is completed successfully and that appropriate deadlines arc me. With his option,
Students are considered high school graduates and are eligibl 0 apply for and poteniialy receive federal financial
aid for college contingent upon meeting state and federal deadlines for fisancial ad. Students who graduate afier
the first semester may sil attend the Prom but may not participate on athletc teams during the second semester
‘Students should consult with their school counselor if intersted in the Early Graduation option.

‘Cougar Academy Guidelines

Cougar Academy is Palmyra's onlinc school for students in grades K-12. Students can request o take courses
online at home or develop a hybrid schedule, with some in-person classes and the rest online at home or in the
Cougar Academy room with teacher support. Cougar Academy studens eam credits toward a Palmyra diploma
‘and can partcipate flly in Palmyra actvities and athltics. Students iterested in any Cougar Academy courses
‘must contact Mike Rashid, Supervisor of Instructional Technology and Online Learing. at mike_rashid @pasd.us.
Requests for participation in an online class attended via a hybrid schedule will not be accepied afer the course
request window closes. All requests for fully online schedules must be submitied in wriing (0 Mike Rashid no
laterthan two weeks before the start of cach high school semester.

CA0270 Cougar Academy Career and Financial Literacy - Grade 11
Teredi

Inthis course, students will expand upon the 10" grade Career Education ourse and further exploe thei career chaices by
developing a career siratesy: exploring workplace expectations, developing a plan for & school-to-work transton, and
preparing for lfelong learning. Students will develop and present an Elestronic Carcer Porfolo to showsase the
achievements, growth, visio, reflecton, skil, experience, trining. and carcer gals. In additon to furthr carcer
exploration,students willfocus on an increased understanding of financial iteacy. During this part of the course, sudents
wiltudy carning and eporting income, managing inances and budgetng,saving and investing, buying goods and srvies,
banking and financial instturions, and using credit Ths version of the course will be compleed online. *Students may
choose to complee this course i a traditional classroom and/or at home with parent and administative permission,
‘Completing ane version ofthe course i required for allstudents in rade 11

Requests for tis class will not be accepted aftr the course request windov closes.
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CAD200 Cougar Academy Physical Education - Grades 11, 12
5 credit

Cougar Academny Physical Educaion i designed primarily for the 1% grade student who has taken 2 clases in physcal
education’aquatis/ ifeguarding classes. Sudents are require 1o complete  writn,self-created 10- week fitess program
complete it long- and short-te goals. imes, durations and lss of execisesproposed forcompleion duringth semester
ofthe class. Students wil then be requied t implement his routin over the course of semeser i the orm of an scivity
log including 60 hours of accountabl aciity. moritored by the instructor, related o the routine they have ercaed. Stdents
Willberequird o comple a en of course reflection on hei semeser of physica sctviy and rlate t o their ongoing.
attempts o remain physcaly active,

*Grading for this las s ona pas! il basis. A passing grade il ot impact GPA  filing grade will impact GPA.
Requests for this class will ot be accepted afer the course request window closes.

‘CADI60 Cougar Academy Health Education 11 - Grades 11. 12
S eredit

“Topis for Health Education 11 incude: healh and your wellness, mental and emotional healh,promating saf and heathy
relaionships substance abuse, disease prevention. and the eproducive system. There s a cumulative final examination for
Healh.

Requests for this class will o be aceepted afer the course request window closes.

CAD0S0 Cougar Academy U.S. Government and Civies - Grade 10
Tersi

US. Government and Civies is an academic course in the study of the oigins and naure of government with special
emphasis on th thoretcaland prctical spects ofsitizenship. s rights and duties:th dutics of ciizen o cach othr and
10 the government. It ncludes the study of eivl law and civl ode. and the sudy of government with atention t the role
of ciizensinthe operation and oversight of government, Topies willinclude the Consittion, the cour sstem, indiidal
rights. conncetions between govermment and cconomic sysiems and current events. Students will practice writing and
vescarch and will engage in anlysis of varid political and sosal topics.

Requests fortisclss il ot be accepted aftr the course request window closcs,

*Students who earol inthis class will b scheduled fo ane perod n the library to complete thei onlne work.

CAD70 Cougar Academy Current Events - Grades 11,12
Terei

Inthis nline course students wil become aware of the major issues and divsiv opics ofthe day and develop an in-depth
understanding and apprecation of current evens. Th focus of heclas will b on currentcvents and on divisive issues that
affctthe studentas  esident of the World and the United Staes. The lass follows weckly curren events and students will
e expected o understand the socal. poltical, nd economic ssues. Each week,th clss il focus n a diisive topic and
vescarch the opposing viewpoints on an ssue 0 form an indvidual opinion. The objectves of this coure are o enhance the
student’s understanding of national and world events, o encourage students o be nformed ciizens, and 0 help them (o
make inteligent opnions on controversiltopis that divide Americans today. Requests for thisclass wil ot be accepted
after the course request window closes

CADI00 Cougar Academy CP English Language Arts 11 - Grade 11
Veredit

“This course fully eviews and expands upon basic witng sils. reading sils. and speaking skils, and then applis them
10 acivties and projects and various work workd application. There will b a focus on cooperatve leaming, technology
and carce preparation. Asessment will b in the form o composiion, tests and quizzes,partcipaion,and presentatons
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his course il count as an English Language Arts credit. Requests for ths clas wi
request window closes

ot be accepted after the course

CA0S50 Cougar Academy World istory: A Global Perspective - Grade 11 (NCAA)
Teredi

Worl history seeks a global perspectve on the pas,one tht acknowledges and inegrates the Historical experiences o il
the worldspeople. Only by examining humanity's shard ast s i possile (0 view today's workd in & meaningfulhistorical
conext. This course focuses on global historica patters looking for significant comections across.both tme and
‘scographical space to mploy a themati approach fo nderstanding today's world. Students il explore how the processes
of world isory have drawn peoples ofthe world togethr and how the paters of workd history sl reve the diversity of
the human experience. Students willuse 8 vaicy of print and non-prnt sourcs to analyze current real-warld problens,
environmenial and socieal issues with approprate historical naratve. Students will develop criical thinking skill and
perspectves 0 better understand the many completies in today’s world

Requests for this class will o be accepted ater the course request window closes.

CA0290 American Popular Musie- Grades 9. 10, 11,12
Veredit

Using GarageBand, his course il explore lements of musie, thythm, melods. and harmony. s wel s the rlatonship
of musi (o otherar forms (dance,architecture. visua arts,lerture, and drama).Students il develop criicallsening
sills whi enhancing their enjoyment and understanding of various musical styles. Additonal sudies willinclude the
music industey, elements of music,and the nfluence of mass media and technology.

CAGO00 Introduction to Mass Communications - Grades 9. 10 full online. 11 and 12 hybrid or full oline
Teredit

Introduction to Mass Communications is the prerequisit coure for the Cougar Media production courses: Joualism
(Cougar Chronicle production), Broadeast Jouralism (Cougar Media News), Yearbook (Palm Echo.) Sudents willearm
abou the rle of journlism in our socity, the laws and ethicsthat govern journals, reporing methods, and bsic news
writing and production. This course willbe couned as n ELA electve

CAS90 Multimedia Web Design - Grades 9. 10, 11, 12
Teredit

Mlimedia Web Design s a course 1o provide students cppertunities o deelop proficiency in sing leading graphic deign.
Photo cditing, and web publihing and design softwar. Students will ear o prepare and edit various multimedia
documents by practiing the basics of creativiy, balance, desgn, and layout as well s using leading web page design
Software o develop webpages using HTML coding. Projects wil be real world applications involvin student choice nd
originalit.(Students should mot ake this cours i they have previously taken Web Technologics or Digital Media)

CAG010 Contemporary Literature - Grades 11,12 (NCAA)

Teredit

Contemporary Literature is a course designed t expose students t typesof ltrature that reflet cltures from around the
world, sheds light on istoical events/movements, and creates connections between real workd v and fratre, In
additon o reading novels and short stores, sudents wilfocus on lerary concepts elted 0 al readinglevels and grres
Formal weitenassiznments wil be integrated nto the currculum focusing on basic writing skl
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CA4000 Sports Literature - Grades 11, 12

Veredit

Spors Literature wil offr an encormpassing view of the way in which sports influence our socity. This course il cover
avariey of topis, themes, types of characersand philosophies. e aim of the course will b (o analyze how sports and
terature afect ou lives outside th classroom. Elements such s perseverance, overeoming adversiy, eamwork, goal
setting.reaching succes. and coaching willallbe ighiighted. This course will be heavilyresding. and writing based.

CASTI0 CP Algebra I1A - Grade 10, 1. 12
Veredit

“This course will move at a faster pace and go more in depththan Algebra 24. This academic course s designed for hose
suadents with  good understanding of th basic concepts of Algebra 1. Topis include Equarions & Inequalites, Lincar
Equations and Functions, Linear systems and Matrices, Quadratic Functons and Factoring. and Polynomals and
Polynomial Functions. This course i generaly  colege nirance requirement. Evaluation procedures wil nclude testing.
projects, and a fina examination. A graphing caleultor from the Ti83Ti84 seris s required for this course. Students
completing his course must take the sequel, CP Algebra IIB, PREREQUISITE: CP Algebra 1B

CAST20 CP Algebra 1B - Grade 10. 11, 12

eredit

“This course i he sequel to CP Algebra 2A. This course will continue 0 develop concepts studiedin CP Algebra 1A
Topic include Rational Exponents and Radical Functons, Exponential and Logarithmic Fusctions, Ratonal Functions,
(Countng Methods nd Probabily, Data Analysis and Statistics,and Scquences and Serics. Thiscourse s genrally  cllege
entrance requirement. Ealuation procedures will include testing. projects, and  final examinaion. A graphing caleultor
om the TIS3/Tig4 seies i required for this course

Terei
This course will engage students in highlevel eading, academic rescarch and formal presenation. Selfselcted texts
Withinthelerary genres of biography. fcton (moder and classic licrature), nonfction, and graphic novels make up the
s forth course. Studying various lterary genres willfford studerts he opportunty 0 mesh specifc personal inerests
with academic interess. This course will lsoplace n emphasis on esearch, wriing and presentation sils,

‘CASS10 CP Finite Math - Grades 11,12

eredit

“Thiscourse s designed  prepare students forcallege levelmathematics, 0 develop th abilty 0 eason with quantiative
information in order 1 prepare for a career, and t0 develop critical thinking and quantitiv ressoning skill needed to
understand majo issues i . Topis nclude Applicatons o Linear Equatons, Matrices, Lineae Programming. Fnance,
Sets and Counting Techniques Introductory Probabilty and Staistes, and Logic. A wraphing calulator from the
TIYTi84 srie s required for this course.

PREREQUISITE: CP Algebra 1B or Honors Algebra I and Honors Geometry or CP Geomelry
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Senior Sign-out

Students who have met the following crteia may request one sigh-outperod per semester durin thir senior yar.
Proficient or Advanced on all Keystones Exams

Parent permission

GPAOf 3.0 0r higher

‘Counselor eview ofgradustion requirementsinluding atotal of compleed and scheduled credits n excess
of37

17 atany point a student’s grades fll below passing, this priviege will b removed for two weeks.*
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CORE SUBJECT COURSE SEQUENCE

English Language Arts Curriculum Sequence

Pathway st 9t 10 1 1200
Englsh CP Englsh English Language | English Langusge At
Langusge Ans il Eleciive
A
“Literacy
“Literaey | Litescy Standards 11
Stndards9 | Suandards 10
Sande | CPEnglish | CPEngish 3 cr
el Longuage | Language American American Lierature
Engish | Ans9 Ans 10, Litraure
Language | Contemporary
Aris belowo0%y | Litemey | *Litersey Contemporary Literature
Stndards9 | Standards 10 Litraure
“Literacy
Standards 11
Honors Sth grade Honors Honors | Honors American | Honors American
English English Englsh Engish Literatre Litersture
Language | Language | Language | Languase
Ars Ans(Grade | Ams9 Ans 10 Honors Brtish Honors Brish
oot or Literure Literature
higher) “Litercy
Standards 9 APEnglish | AP English Languagel
Language! Composiion
Composition
AP Englsh Literaure
AP English Composiion
Literture
Composiion

Students are not required 1o siay Tn the same palovay fhroughor Ther Jour years ai PHS.

English Language Arts Elec
Introduction to Mass Communications

Broadeast Journalism
English Composition | HACC
“Film Studies

Journalism
**Literacy Standards (By placemen only)
Project Wite Harrisburg University Speech and Debate
Yearbook Sports Literature

 May b tken s cor clective but will not flfil o of e four requied ELA arcits
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Math Curriculum Sequence

Pathway sth ot 10th 1th 1200
Mathematies | PreAlaeba | Alsebral | Aleebrall | Geomery Accounting 1™
worloven | AB AB

Honors Accaunting
e

CP (College Pre-Algebra | CP Algebra | 3 CP Geomerry CP Precaleulus
Preparation) | (storhighen | A Algebra 1l
Mathematics AB CPstatistics
Honors
Algebral AP Sutisics

el College Algebrn

Algebra | ! s
(porbeiow) | M
Sgade | CPAlbra 3 CP Precaleulus
Algebra 1 UAB | Geomenry
009%) P Suisics
AP Statstics

College Algebra HACC.

o 10t Tith and 1260
Honors S grade Honors Honors Honors Precaleulus
Mathematics Ngebra1 | Alesbrall | Geomery
(80% or igher) APSI

AP Caleulus

College Algebra HACC

Sdents are not required 10 iy i the same pathviay Trovughout et four years at PHS.

Math Electives:
** Accounting | and Honors Accounting 11 (may count as a math eredit in Grade 12 only)

NOTE:

- Al students must successfully complete full Algebra |, Algebra 1, and Geometry courses
- A student can accelerate his or her progress through the curticulum by taking more than one math class
ach year. Students should talk to theirteacher and school counselor if nterested.

- 1S highly recommended tht sudents moving from CP courses to Honors or AP courses, have previous Math
or igher.
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Science Curriculum Sequence

Pathway 8t 9th 10 11ih 1260
Colloge Prep. | it grade Science | CPEarthand | CP Biology 3 Science
Science | (Gradebelow | Environmental AB Chemistry | Elective
PO Science
Science
Elective
Honors | S grade Scince | Honors Earth | Honors Honors Science
Science | (Grade of 0% or and Biokoey | Chemisry | Flective
igher) Environmentl
Science. Science
Elecive

Students are not required fo iay 11 e same pativay throughout thir four years ai PHS.

Science Electves
AP Biology AP Chemisty

AP Piysis Chemisty 100 HACC
CP Anatomy Physilogy P Foremsic Science
P Physics Earth Science
EnvironmentalScience Environmental Science-
Honors Physics Hace

NOTES:

- Al students must successfully complete full Biology courses.
- An elective of Lab Science is highly recommended for callege-bound studens
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Palmyra Area High School

Course Catalog
2025 - 2026

1125 Park Drive
Palmyra, PA 17078
717-838-1331
717-838-7915 (fax)
www.pasd.us
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RODUCTIO!

Greetings and welcome to Palmyra Area High School. This Student Course Planing Guide has been published
o assiststudents and parents in sclecting an educational program that best it cach student’s unique educational
skils talents, and interests. Please take some time to review the contents so you can plan for a successful and
meaningful high school experience. When making course selections, students should think about how their
choices blend with their interests and abilities and lead to preparing oneself for i afer hgh school. It cannot be
ver emphasized that the course selection process should be a collaboration of ll patis including the studens,
parents and school counselors. I you have any questions about any information prined in this catalog. please cal
the Palmyra Area High School Counseling Office at 717-838-1331. option 1, option 2.

High School Administra
Dr. Seott Richardson  Principal
Mrs. Mary Wildasin ~ Assstant Principal — (A-K)

Mr.Paul ). Stcigerwald — Assistant Principal - (L-Z)

High School Counselors
Students assigned by firs etter of st name.
M. Carl Deiner - (AF)

Mrs. Farren Schmidi - (G-0)

Ms. Teresa Markulike - (P-2)

‘The Palmyra Area School Distrctis commitied 1o the maintenance of a sae, positve learning environment for
all students that s free from discrimination by providing all students course offerings, counseling, assistance,
services, employment, aihletics, and extracuricular activities without any form of discrimination, including Tide
IX sexual harassment. Discrimination, based on race, color, familial status, age, creed, relgion, gender, sexual
orientation, ancestry. national origin, handicap/disability. or any other characterstc protected by law including
it IX sexual harassmentis inconsistent with the rights of students and the educational and programmatic goals
of the distict and is prohibited at or, in the course of, disrict-sponsored programs or activities, including
ransportation 10 or from school or schaol-sponsored actvides. This poicy i in accordance with federal and state
laws including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section
504 of the Rehabiltation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, the Americans with Disabilities Act
Of 1990, and the Pennsylvania Human Relations Act. The following person has been designated o handle inquiries
regarding the nondiscrimination poliies: Mike Frentz, Compliance Officer (mike_frentz(@pasd.us or (717) 838-
3144 x2809) andor Dr. Annette Spagnolo Title 1X Coordinator (annette_spagnolo@pasd.us or (717) 8383144
X2807). Both individuals may also be reached at 1125 Park Drive, Palmyre, PA 17078,
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Note: Counselors and teachers will work with students concerning course selections. Students are, however,
required 0 monitor hisfher own progess towards graduation

Palmyra Arca High School operates on a 2-semester system of scheduling. divided into four 9-week marking
periods. Students will be scheduled into S classes each semester, Most classes at the high school are semester
(halfyear) courses. During one academie year, most students wil earn 10 credits towards graduati

Students are encouraged o speak with their school counsclor about thir individual plan of study. It canot be
ver emphasized tha this process requires callaboration of all partes,including the student, parents, teachers.
‘and school counselor. However,the primary responsibility falls on the student to create the most approprite
schedule.

Students wil input their course slection requests online during a two-week scheduling window. Tentative:
schedules will then be run and reviewed by school counselors for poteniial conflits. At the conclusion of this
process, students will be abl 10 review, via PowerSchool, which of their course requests ft into their schedule.

Students wil be given access, again via PowerSchool, 0 their inalzed schedules over the summer. A window of
time will be given for students 0 request schedule changes in August. Al requests for changes must be made to
each student’s school counselor. Al requests must be made via email. Please understand that no requests for
changes will be accepted outside this window and no schedule changes will be made based on teacher preference

NNCAA Division | Requirements

Students must graduate high school and meet ALL the following requirements:
 Complete 16 core courses:
© Four credits of English
© Three credits of math (Algebra | or igher)
© Two credits of naturalphysical science (including one year oflab science)
© One additional eredit of English, math, or naturalfphysical science
© Two credis of social science.
© Four additional eredits of English, math, natural/physical science, social seience, or world language
© Complete 10 core courses, including seven in English, math, or natural/physical science, before the
seventh semester. Once students begin their seventh semester, they may not epeat or replace any of those
10 courses to improve their core-course GPA.
 Eamat leasta 2.3 GPA in their core courses.
© Eaman SAT combined score or ACT sum score matching their core-course GPA on the Division  liding
scale, which balances ther test score and core-course GPA. Ifstudents have a low-test score, they need
higher core-course GPA o be cligible. If they have a low core-course GPA, they need a hgher tet score
10 be eligible. I they have a low core-course GPA, they need a higher tes score o be elgible.





